
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Preface 3

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

1. Violence against Women in the Caribbean: An Overview ........•.•..• 6

Sexual Assaults: Statistical Indications : 10

Causes ofViolence against Women 11

2. Violence against Women as a Violation ofWomen's

Human Rights: International Devdopments •••.•••••••..•••••••.. 12

3. Regional Responses to Violence against Women •..•••••••..•.••.••. 17
A. State Response: Law and Legislative Reform Initiatives 18

B. Other State Responses to Violence against Women 29

C. NGO Responses to Violence against Women 32

4. Conclusion and Recommendations ...................•.......... 37

A. Government Initiatives 39

B. Non-governmental Initiatives 41

Endnotes .. 42

Acronyms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 46

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Statistical Data on Violence against Women in the Caribbean .47

Appendix 2: Human Rights Instruments on Violence against Women 52

Appendix 3: Caribbean Community Model Legislation 67

Appendix 4: Caribbean Organisations Working in the Area ofViolence

against Women 107

Sdect Bibliography on Violence against Women in the Caribbean 109



liST OF TABUS

Table 1: Magistrate's Court Domestic Violence Statistics from the Inception

ofthe Act to 30April 1994 "45

Table 2: Clients Seen at the Crisis Centre for m,men, Kingston, Jamaica,

by Category 46

Table 3: Reports ofDomestic Violence in Selected Countries ••••••••••••• 47

Table 4: Police Statistics on Domestic Violence by TYPe ofViolence,

TrinitJaJ and Tobago, 1991-1993 48

Table 5: Police Reports ofRape and Prosecutionsfor Selected Countries,

1985-1989 49


	1
	2

