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INTRODUCTION:

llThe Family" it is said, "is a. s0cial pattern in

which individuals who are specifically related by blood or

marriage, o~ sometimes by adoption are linked together in

a special type of relationshipe In this way they form a

group which usually share a doraestic unit or house or house-

hold. Within this group a series of fu~cti0ns are

performed which are very important· for, the socL~ty as a

whole as well as for the individuals involved.. The
. . . . . ':

importance of the family institution in the Social Context

could be·classifiod into four main functions:

(1) It provides econonic support by the adult

members of tho grouy vvhich it provides for

the dependent me:':1bers - children, sometimes

women and sonetirnes the a@;ec.l.

(2) The family hOY!lcfro1.1sohold forms the basic

residential settin:; foY' r:J.cst 1110mbers of the

so ciety. It L-3 h,:?re that thu vi tal services

of food, clothiIl&, ar:d 3holt or are provided.

(3) A veryj.IIlportant aspect of the faL1ily is that

children are born and reared in that setting?

Not Of1~y are the young giv-en affectionate

care and domestic services of all types~

but a great deal of socialisation and trans-

mission of culture also takes place. In


