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I. Preamble

1. The Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development' approved by consensus by 179 countries in September 1994, as contained in
the report of the Conference and as endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 49/128
of 19 December 1994, marked the beginning of a new era in population and development.
The objective of the landmark agreement reached at the International Conference on
Population and Development was to raise the quality of life and the well-being of human
beings, and to promote human development by recognizing the interrelationships between
population and development policies and programmes aiming to achieve poverty eradication,
sustained economic growth in the context of sustainable development, education, especially
for girls, gender equity and equality, infant, child and maternal mortality reduction, the
provision of universal access to reproductive health services, including family planning and
sexual health, sustainable patterns of consumption and production, food security, human
resources development and the guarantee of all human rights, including the right to

Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5—13 September
1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.
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